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SUBJECT:. PRESS GUIDANCE FOR ATHERTON'S MIDDLE EAST TRIP 
PRESS SPOKESMAN WITH SECRETARY'S PARTY INFORMED THE 
PRESS TRAVELING WITH THE SECRETARY MONDAY MORNING DECEMBER 
15 ON SECRETARY'S AIRCRAFT OF THE FOLLOWING : THE SECRETARY 
HAS ASKED ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON. WHO HAS BEEN 
ACCOMPANYING THE SECRETAY IN EUROPE, TO GO FROM HERE FOR 
A VISIT TO A NUMBER OF MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES. OVER THE 
NEXT WEEK HE WILL BE GOING TO ISRAEL, SYRIA, JORDAN, 

SAUDI ARABIA AND EGYPT FOR TALKS WITH THEIR LEAERS AS 
PART OF OUR ON-GOING CONSULATION WITH THEM, AND TO DISCUSS 
BILATERAL MATTERS OF INTEREST TO THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
INDIVIDUAL GOVERMENTS CONCERNED.'' 

2. FOLLOWING ARE CONTINGENCY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS: 

Q. WHAT WILL HE BE CONSULTING ABOUT ? 

A. WE CARRY ON A CONTINUING DIALOGUE WITH KEY MIDDLE 
EAST GOVERMENTS ABOUT A WHOLE RANGE OF MATTERS OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 295788 

MUTUAL INTEREST. HIS VISIT SHOULD BE SEEN IN THAT 
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CONTEXT. 

Q. IS MR ATHERTON CARRYING NEW PLANS, NEW APPROACHES, 

ETC., FROM THE SECRETARY . IS HE AFTER A BREAKTHROUGH 
IN THE CURRENT NEGOTIATING DEADLOCK? 

A. YOU SHOULD NOT LOOK AT THIS TRIP IN THOSE TERMS. I 
HAVE SAID THAT THE VISIT IS PART OF OUR CONSULTATIONS 
WITH COUNTRIES IN THE AREA, WITH WHICH WE HAVE A 
VARIETY OF INTERESTS. MR ATHERTON ACCOMPANIED THE 
SECRETARY TO EUROPE, AS SOMEONE FAMILIAR WITH THE MIDDLE 
EAST MATTERS ALMOST ALWAYS DOES WHEN THE SECRETARY TRAVELS. 
SINCE HE WAS HERE , THE SECRETARY THOUGHT IT WOULD BE A GOOD 
IDEA FOR HIM TO MAKE A BRIEF TRIP AROUND THE AREA . 

AMONG OTHER THINGS, MR ATHERTON WILL BE ABLE TO OBTAIN 
THE LATEST THINKING OF THE LEADERS THERE ABOUT HOW THE 
PEACE-MAKING PROCESS AND THE DISCUSSIONS IN THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL MIGHT BEST BE PURSUED. 

Q. DOES THAT DIALOUGE INCLUDE WORKING OUT COMMON 
APPROACHES TO THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY CONCIL 
DEBATEON THE MIDDLE EAST IANUARY 12? 

A. I WOULD NOT PUT IT THAT FORMALLY, BUT YOU CAN 
ASSUME HIS DISCUSSIONS WILL INCLUDE A PRELIMINARY 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON THE JANUARY SECURITY COUNCIL 
MEETING. 

Q. WILL HE MEET ANY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PLO? 

A. NO. OUR POSITION ON THE PLO REMAINS AS STATED 
REPEATEDLY BY THE SECRETARY. 

Q. WHOM WILL HE BE MEETING EXACTLY AND WHEN ? 

A. AT THIS POINT, I CANNOT GO MUCH BEYOND THE 
GENERAL INFORMATION I HAVE GIVEN YOU. MR ATHERTON 
WILL ARRIVE IN ISRAEL ON DECEMBER 15. THERE AND IN 
THE OTHER COUNTRIES ON HIS ITINERARY HE WILL BE 
MEETING RANKING OFFICIALS OF THE HOST GOVERMENTS. 

BUT TODAY I DO NOT HAVE THE DETAILS OF THOSE MEETINGS. 

Q. WHY IS SAUDI ARABIA INCLUDED ON THE ITINERARY— 

IT IS NOT ONE OF THE SO-CALLED "CONFRONTATION STATES"? 

A. THE UNITED STATES HAS LONG HAD CLOSE AND FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS WITH SAUDI ARABIA , COVERING A WIDE VARIETY 
OF BILATERAL AND REGIONAL MATTERS. THE PROSPECTS FOR 
PEACE WILL PRESUMABLY COME UP IN MR ATHERTON'S TALKS 
WITH SAUDI LEADERS, BUT THEY WILL ALSO COVER A NUMBER 
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OF OTHER SUBJECTS OF INTEREST TO BOTH COUNTRIES. 

3. ADDRESSEES MAY DRAW ON FOREGOING AS NECESSARY IN 
RESPONSE TO QUERIES. KISSINGER UNQUOTE INGERSOLL 
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